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You know fall has arrived 
when:  you see soybean and 
corn being harvested.  Or 
goldenrod is blooming!



A new look at honey bee management!

Keeping honey beesô alive is a challenge during any part of 
the year.   Winter survival has always been an issue. 

Honey bee behavior 
changes as days grow 
shorter, food sources 

decline and weather 
conditions become 

more unpredictable.

Honey bees do survive without 
any management by humans  -- A 
hive that survived for 10 years or 
more without any management.  



Biology /Conditions that 
honey bees use to survive 
éééééééééééé.

Honeybees over centuries have adapted in the following 
ways to survive.

Å Consolidate (shrink) the brood nest.
Å Slow and eventually halt brood rearing.
Å Form the winter cluster
Å Reduce the population (Older summer bees die and 

drones are no longer needed)
Å Store food resources around and above the consolidated 

brood nest.
Å And should I mention defend the nest.



Fall Management

· A brief look at traditional fall 
management. Nearly all  
honeybee books written have 
provided beekeepers with a 
list of task to be completed 
prior to the beginning of the 
winter season.

Some books written included two 
phases of fall management [fall 
honey crops and getting ready for 
winter ].  One of the more popular 
books published thru the 1950ôs 
was ñBeekeeping ò by Eckert and 
Shaw.

Fundamental principles 
that contribute to hive 
survival during the 
winter :

· The presence of a 
vigorous, productive 
queen.



Sound principles

1.  Sufficient stores of good 
quality honey/food, properly 
placed, to provide the 
necessary food for the non -
productive period

2. A population of 
predominately young bees in 
sufficient numbers to insure 
the survival of the colony in a 
productive condition.

Brood being replaced 
with honey stores


